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by Terry Hanley 


Blogging is a trend that has 
become a common daily activi- 
ty for Internet-savvy Web 
surfers worldwide. Some call it 
the “future of journalism” and 
literature, Others see it as a 
vain and egocentric endeavor. 

Regardless, Web logs 
(blogs) have provided an outlet 
for people to express them- 
selves creatively, as well as a 
place for people to vent their 
frustrations, since their incep- 
tion in in the mid-90s. 

Popular sites such as My- 
space.com, Facebook.com and 
Livejournal.com. offer free 
blogs, and with over 70 million 
users on Myspace.com alone, a 
plethora of people have be- 
come online authors. 

When posting blogs, peo- 


own structure, free from the 
formalities of stylized papers or 
speeches. Some users are com- 
fortable speaking freely about 
their everyday lives and activi- 
ties over the Internet. Some- 
times they can be _ too 
comfortable. 

Expressing one’s true feel- 
ings over the Internet can be 
liberating for an individual, but 
it can also get them in hot water 
in the future. 

“Thave heard of people los- 
ing jobs because of blogging,” 
said Deann Arnold, director of 
Human Resource Management 
at LSUS. 

Such was the case for Na- 
dine Haobsh, a former assistant 
beauty editor at Ladies Home 
Journal. According to an inter- 
view Haobsh did on MSNBC, 
she wrote anonymously on her 
blog about co-workers and her 
workplace. After she was ex- 
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posed as the blog’s writer, she 
was fired from her position. 

“There aren't really defined 
tules for blogs, and so the 
course of action is to not write 
about the industry you work in, 
because it probably will get 
back to your bosses, and things 
can be misinterpreted or taken 
out of context, which is what 
happened to me,” said Haobsh 
in the interview. 

Employers do not necessar- 
ily search blog sites (though 
some might) in hopes of find- 
ing out personal details about a 
prospective employee from 
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their blogs, but that does not 
mean they will not be tipped 
off or stumble upon it some- 
how. 

“You shouldn’t put any- 
thing on a blog that you would 
not put on your boss’ desk,” 
said Arnold. If she came across 
an applicant's blog that had of- 
fensive terms or visuals (such 
as drug-related material) 
Arnold said, “I wouldn't hire 
them.” 

Jobs are not the only thing 
people have lost due to the art 
of the blog; friends have been 
lost as well. 
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Such was the case with 
Amy F. Stockton, a freshmen 
history major at LSUS. 

Her relationship with her 
best friend was tarnished due 
to a blog she posted on My- 
space.com. It started as real-life 
drama, the usual dispute be- 
tween friends, but ended up 
playing out on the Internet. 

“I needed to vent, and I 
knew she hadn’t been on My- 
space in over a year (literally), 
so I posted a blog about it,” 
said Stockton. 

According to Stockton, she 
kept it anonymous and never 
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used the girl’s name; the con- 
tent of the blog was enough to 
clue her in. 

“Since then, we havent spo- 
ken once,” said Stockton. 

Blogging is all the rage in 
the Internet realm and it will 
continue to grow, as more and 
more servers make web logs an 
option for users. 

As long as bloggers use 
discretion as to the information 
they divulge, they can sleep 
soundly. As for those that can- 
not discern what is proper to 
publish, they could be seeing a 
pink slip soon. 


Gym Hours 
Kutcher and Costner aren't the 
only ones allowed to dive in 
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“Almagest” is an Arabic word meaning “great” or “majestic.” It is also 
the title of a book written by the ancient astronomer Ptolemy, who is 
pictured on the front page of our paper. Our music review, “Harmonics,” is 
named after a Ptolemy work on music theory. 


Editorial Policy 

The information presented in this publication by no means reflects 
the opinions of the administration or staff of LSUS. The Almagest seeks to 
provide information for the LSUS campus and community; to involve 
students, faculty and staff; and to provide a public forum for ideas as 
guaranteed in the First Amendment of the Constitution. Comments and 
complaints are welcome and should be addressed to Eric Pulsifer, Editor- 
in-Chief. They must be accompanied by your name and e-mail address. 


Letters Policy 

Letters to the editor are encouraged. However, the staff reserves the 
tight to edit letters for clarity, length, and content. Any letter submitted 
by a club or organization must be signed by all members of the group or 
by the group’s president. Letters should be submitted to the Almagest of- 
fice, BH 344, by 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the Thursday publication 
date. Please type the letter and include your classification and major. The 
Almagest reserves the right not to publish submitted materials. Obscene, 
libelous and anonymous letters will not be printed. 


The Almagest is published on Thursday mornings and is printed by the 
Natchitoches Times. 
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Corrections 


No corrections this week. Don’t look so surprised. 
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N.W.A. (Newspaper 
With Attitude) 


The LSUS University Police 
do a good job. If you don’t believe 
me, then you should visit a cam- 
pus plagued by crime. I had 
friends who were dubious about 
walking across the University of 
Chicago campus at night and 
when I lived in Athens, Ga., inci- 
dents of rape spiked at the begin- 
ning of the fall semesters. 

Here at LSUS, things are 
much more laid back. I have never 
once felt apprehensive walking 
across the campus, day or night. 

After my question about the 
raising and lowering of the flag ap- 
peared in the Feb. 16 issue of the 
Almagest, we received a letter 
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from Chief Larry LaBorde, director 
of the University Police saying that 
the flag was indeed raised and 
lowered dutifully every day by the 
University Police. This is certainly 
not true and the Almagest ran a 
statement to that effect in the 
March 9 issue. 

The very day that issue hit the 
stands, I received a call from an ob- 
viously angry officer who said that 
the only reason the flag was not 
lowered the previous Tuesday was 
because of the hubbub involving 
the home invasion over at Univer- 
sity Court apartments. 

Since that time Almagest 
staffers have been harassed by the 
University Police. We use a Wal- 
Mart shopping cart to deliver the 
papers. This cart’s appearance at 
the Almagest predates all current 
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staff. And although this has not 
been an issue in the past, all of a 
sudden, whomever is out deliver- 
ing the Almagest on Wednesday 
night is subject to a speech about 
stolen property and how much 
Wal-Mart pays for their carts. 
Threats of arrest have been made. 

Well, this is just bullying. 

Over the Mardi Gras holiday, 
the University Court apartments 
featured their own parade of Wal- 
Mart carts which had been deco- 
rated like parade floats. Where 
were the University Police during 
the egregious misuse of private 
property? Why aren’t the Universi- 
ty Police handing out citations for 
people who violate the new smok- 
ing ordinance? Where are the Uni- 
versity Police when people speed 
through campus? Where are the 
University Police when traffic at 
the Youree-Millicent entrance 
backs up? And why is the flag fly- 
ing unlit at night and in poor 
weather? 

If possession of stolen proper- 
ty is really an issue, then I suggest 
the University Police come up to 
BH344 where the contraband is 
housed. As the managing editor, I 
am responsible for this, not the 
other staff who are merely doing 
their duty to deliver the Almagest 
to the campus. 


Mike Schwalke 
Managing Editor 
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FASHION ON A BUDGET 


Gj Filling the closet without breaking the bank 


by Kisha Blackshire 


With the daily struggles of 
students enduring the hard- 
ships of getting an education it 
is often difficult to maintain a 
fashionable wardrobe. Despite 
the fact that students are on a 
tight budget, students have 
more options than they might 
think. Many students enjoy 
shopping but prefer to shop re- 
sponsibly. 

“T have a budget just for 
shopping; I look for a clearance 
first,” said Bethany Gobler, 
freshman biology major. “Once 
I use up my budget for that 
month, I’m done.” 

Students shopping for 
cheap clothing can often find 
great deals at unexpected 
places. One such place, Good- 
will, operates an upscale bou- 
tique and specialty stores that 
feature name-brand designer 
fashions, jewelry and more at 
affordable prices. 

“Goodwill is the only place 
you can go for the vintage 
look,” Jonathan Mitchell, soph- 
omore biology major said. 
“They have shirts for like 50 
cents. They were hot for 
sweaters over the winter.” 

Plato’s Closet in Bossier 
City gives students the oppor- 
tunity to sell slightly used 
clothes for cash as well as shop 
for popular name-brand cloth- 
ing at very low prices. Some of 
their more recognizable brands 
include Abercrombie & Fitch, 
American Eagle, Baby Phat and 
Banana Republic. 


“We sell clothes for really, 
really cheap,” store manager 
Ben Kelly said. “We are 
swamped with students, espe- 
cially after school.” 

Along with clothing, stu- 
dents can also find accessories 
and other miscellaneous items 
such as books, CDs, DVDs, 
candles and lava lamps. 


“|Goodwill has] 
shirts for like 
50 cents. They 
were hot for 
sweaters over 
the winter.” 


Jonathan Mitchell 
Sophomore, Biology 


Customers receive cash for 
clothing and accessories that 
are in style and in demand. 
Trade-in value is also based on 
condition. 

Plato’s Closet is a nation- 
wide chain from Minnesota 
with 170. Kelly was employed 
at the Baton Rouge store while 
in college. His Bossier City 
store is the second Plato's Clos- 
et in the state. 

Many mainstream depart- 
ment stores will also have 
sales, saving students money, 
and allowing them to maintain 


a unique style with limited 
funds. Seasonal sales are a 
great way to save money be- 
cause quality designs can be 
purchased for a fraction of the 
cost when the season changes. 
E-Bay is also a great place to 
find gently worn clothing with 
new designer labels for low 
prices. 

Some students simply opt 
for the cheapest way of staying 
in fashion: swapping clothes 
with friends. 

Katie Evans, sophomore 
art education major, said, “Just 
go to your best friend’s closet 
and raid it.” 

With a little creativity, such 
as mixing and matching or 
adding accessories, an out-of- 
season outfit can be recycled to 
reflect current fashion. Some 
students, however, say they 
have no problem shelling out 
for clothes. 

“I usually shop in Dal- 
las—the Galleria, Nemen Mar- 
cus, on the Internet. I like 
styles like Sean John, Enyce” 
Marcus Thomas, sophomore 
business management major 
said. “I own a couple business- 
es so that’s how I pay to shop. I 
love all clothes.” 

Lauren Weaving, sopho- 
more psychology major, works 
in a daycare and enjoys mall 
shopping. “I mainly like to 
shop at New York and Compa- 
ny, Charlotte Rousse, Vanity, 
Express.” 
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Sense of Style 
We asked the Aimagest staff to show. us what they would buy with a 
budget of $50, 
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$18 Otfensive tee 


$5 Used pants ss Sve : 
$20 Two pair of KangaROOS es he — 
$7 Old Navy belt 


| STOLE THIS SHIRT 
FROM A HOMELESS GUY 


Why pay money for old-looking 
new jeans when you can just 
get old jeans? Goodwill's the 
place for that, Next it’s over to lL NEVER KNOW 
ishirthell.com, home of the ge os 
most hilariously offensive cloth- aes ie 

ing on the net. For shoes I'd go 

to Ross, where you can get two ; 

pair of classic KangaROOS for only 20 clams, And seven dollars left in my 
shoe pocket I'd pick up'a belt on clearance at Old Novy since there’s no 
way in hell those used pants are going to fit right. —EP 


WHY HE HAD A. SHIRT: THAT SAYS THIS, 


$20 Nerdy shirt 
$20 Torget jeans 
$13 AC/DC cap 


| went to cyborg.nomede- 
coder.com, a site thot transfers 
your real nome into a cyborg 
name. You can purchase that 
name ona shirt for $20, Next, | 
went to target.com and bought 
a pair of jeans and an AC/DC 
cap. —CG 
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C.H.R.1LS. 
CYBERNETIC HUMANOID 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
INFILTRATION AND SABOTAGE 


$20.40 Van Heusen Poplin 
Dress Shirt—ewhite 

$19.90 Lee Men’s Flat Front 
Performance Khakis—black- 
$2.88 Champion Tagless 
Tee—red 

$2.33 Boca Classics Orlon 
Crew Socks—black 


All items trom Amazon.com— 
the one-stop shop for almost 
everything. I'm very particular 
about my shirts—short sleeve 
(very hard to find}, point collar. 


Grand total: $45.51, free shipping and enough change left over for a pack 
of smokes and a candy bor. —MS 


$15 Lewd shirt 
$36 Laceless All-Stars 


My first item is o Triple 5 Soul 
“Save a Tree” at djays.com for 
$14.99. My second item is a 
pair of laceless Converse All- 
Star slip-ons from eBay for 
$35.97. —TH 
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HPE building offers variety of titness opportunities 


by Derrick Mitcham 


Students at LSUS have access to 
an array of exercise options, ranging 
from Pilates classes and basketball to 
weightlifting and swimming. But 
many students on campus are un- 
aware of the activities the health and 
physical education facility houses 
and when they are available to them. 

Inside the HPE building, stu- 
dents will find an indoor pool, full 
basketball court, racquetball rooms 
and much more to accommodate 
their workout needs. The building 
also functions as a teaching facility, 
with classes located on the second 
floor. Despite housing various activi- 
ties and classes though, the building 
located in back of the UC continues 
to remain a mystery to some. 

“Y've.never been in the building,” 
said Chad Pierce, senior criminal jus- 
tice major. He said he believes the 
reason students aren’t informed 
about what is over there is because 


the building's contents aren’t adver- 
tised that well and that LSUS needs 
to do a better job of getting the word 
out to students. 

Some students have utilized the 
facility, but aren’t aware of all that is 
offered. “I didn’t know there was a 
pool over there, but I have done Pi- 
lates a couple of times,” said Tri- 
nanesse Ellis, sophomore biology 
major. The pool area seems to be the 
most underused area of the HPE 
building, with lifeguards maybe see- 
ing only a few students a week. 

Senior management administra- 
tion major Keith Johnson, who is also 
a lifeguard at the pool, says he does- 
n’t see many students and that’s how 
it's been the past four years he’s been 
working there. He also mentioned 
various attempts to invite students 
over to the building to participate in 
activities, but poor involvement by 
the students led to the discontinua- 
tion of such recreation. “We did in- 
tramural sports before, but it seemed 
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Ragietat for courses and pay balance only in the American Studies Office (BH 321) NO LATER THAN 
APRIL 1, 2006. For information contact Dr. Pederson at wpederso@pilot/sus.edu or (318) 797-5138. 


like nobody wanted to do it,” said 
Johnson. 

HPE Facilities Manager, Cheryl 
Crain, encourages students to go 
over to the HPE building and famil- 
iarize themselves with everything 
that is there. “Students can use the 
gym and pool anytime during the 
hours of operation, with classes of 
course taking precedent,” she said. 
“They can also come up to my office 
to check out equipment, and we have 
student workers who come on at 3:00 
p-m.” 

She would also like to see stu- 
dents submit preferred hours of op- 
eration for the pool in hopes that 
something can be done to better ac- 
commodate the students. 

The basketball court area is open 
from 8 a.m. until 9 p.m., Monday- 
Thursday and the pool is open 12 
p-m.-1:30p.m. Monday-Friday, 6 
p-m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday and 1 
p-m.- 4 p.m. on Saturdays. 
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Receive 3 or 6 credit hours in Humanities and Social Sciences 
Courses Offered: 


POUL! 190 
AMST 198 
AMST 298 
AMST 398 
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POU 495 
POUL 695 


Washington Political Arena 
American Studies Seminar 
American Studies Seminar 
American Studies Seminer 
Evropean Politics 
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Season's biggest series comes fo Pilot field 


by Chrissy Chiri 


The quest for the Gulf 
Coast Atlantic Conference 
champion title has heated up 
as the LSUS Pilots are being 
given a run for their money by 
the Belhaven Blazers. That will 
set the stage for what may be 
the Pilots biggest series of the 
season coming up this week- 
end. LSUS will host the Blazers 
in a three-game series begin- 
ning Friday at 6:30 p.m. 

The Pilots (14-10) are cur- 
rently two games out of first 
place in the GCAC standings. 
With six conference games left 
in the season, the home team 
needs to sweep the Blazers (16- 
8) this weekend to go up one 
game in the standings. Then 
they will have to win at least 
two of three from the Universi- 
ty of Mobile Rams the follow- 
ing weekend at Mobile. The 
Rams are tied for second place 
with LSUS. That same week- 
end, Belhaven will play the 
Springhill Badgers in Jackson, 
Miss. Springhill is fourth place 
in the GCAC. 

“We need to sweep this 
weekend, but there is no ques- 
tion that we could do it,” Pilots 
first base coach Al Cantwell 
said. “It seems like we are one 
play away every game from 
winning and having a really 
good season.” 

LSUS is 7-13 in one- or 
two-run ball games this year. 
Cantwell said if they could 
change just one or two games 
around then they would be 
back in first place again. 

“It's hard because when 
you start losing you start look- 
ing for miracle answers, but the 
answer is right there in front of 


Curissy CHiri 
you,” Cantwell said. “Our best 
baseball is yet to come and 
hopefully this weekend will 
bring it out in us.” 

The Pilots were swept last 
weekend by the William Carey 
Crusaders, which put them in a 
tough situation. Had they won 
two of the three-game series 
against the third place team, 
they would not be in such a 
tough bind now. 

The Pilots defense strug- 
gled—once again committing 
six errors—and the usually 
overpowering offense seemed 
to be off balance all weekend. 
Although on Friday they were 
up 9-1 due to LSUS’ consistent 
second baseman Dustin Bis- 
sonnette’s grand slam, the 
pitching staff was not able to 
hang on to the lead. 

In game one of the William 
Carey series, junior pitcher 
Daniel Welch (5-1) picked up ~ 
the loss. This was his first loss 
of the season. In games two 
and three, junior pitcher Tyler 
Lewis (2-5) picked up both 
losses in relief. However, in 
both of those games, the win- 
ning runs were decided off er- 
rors. 

“Tt was kind of something 
that happened I guess—just 
baseball,” Lewis said about last 
weekend’s games. “I don’t 
think we played to the best of 
our ability or anything. We are 
going to have some good prac- 
tices this week. Everybody 
knows we can win (this week- 
end), so I guess we just got to 
do it.” 

The Pilots will throw out 
the first pitch tomorrow begin- 
ning at 6:30 p.m. They will be- 
gin the double-header on 
Saturday at 2 p.m. 
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Campus News 


In other news [Bailey wins top honors at debate tourney 


Plead the Fifth 


In an attempt to prevent self-incrimination, a Serbian 
prisoner in Belgrade stitched his lips and tongue to- 
gether prior to his court hearing in a robbery case. 
Zoran Raskovic, 27, used a needle, thread and safety 
pins to stitch his mouth closed to avoid testifying in a 
scheduled court hearing. A prison surgeon was 
called in to remove the self-inflicted stitches, but 
since Raskovic had lost some blood, he was too weak 
to appear in court. Raskovic is one of six people being 
charged with a 2003 bank robbery. 
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Dirty money 


If you're looking for a place to hide large sums of 
money, avoid the garbage can at all costs, Sounds like 
common sense, but a Japanese man decided to stash 
5 million yen ($42,453.41, give or take, in American) 
in an envelope he had wrapped in a trash bag, hid- 
den inside his garbage can and it almost cost him big. 
His wife didn’t know about the money and acciden- 
tally threw out the envelope with the garbage one 
day. The husband saw news reports about a sanita- 
tion worker who had found the cash at a garbage fa- 
cility and filed a police report. Lucky for him they 
were able to prove the money was his, and it was lat- 
er returned to him. 


Man takes neighbors cat...puts it to sleep 


A New York man is under arrest for taking his neigh- 
bor's cat and having it put to sleep. Richard DeSantis, 
56, didn’t get along with his neighbor so he trapped 
her cat in his back yard and then took it to an animal 
shelter to be euthanized, Regina Fagone, the cat's 
owner, searched her neighborhood for two days after 
her cat disappeared, before going to the animal shel- 
ter and finding out that her cat had been put down 
earlier that day. DeSantis is charged with criminal 
mischief, criminal possession of stolen property and 
making a punishable false written statement. 


Parking lot Pimpin’ 


Two frisky Floridians were arrested earlier this week 
for having sex in a billiards parking lot in front of an 
audience. Amber Mumma, 19, and Marcelo Gonza- 
lez, 23, were caught in the act by a patrolling police 
officer who found Mumma up against a car with her 
pants down to her knees and Gonzalez standing be- 
hind her with his genitals exposed. The two are fac- 
ing misdemeanor charges of lewd and lascivious 
behavior, and in addition, Gonzalez is being charged 
with a misdemeanor exposure of sexual organs 
charge and Mumma with giving police a false name. 


Acid rain 


A woman in New York decided to forgo the tradition 
of throwing rice at weddings and opted to throw 
something a little unorthodox, acid. Rihab 
Hagelkhider, 39, was responsible for six people being 
injured when she targeted Hayfa Hussein, 29, who 
suffered burns on her face and body. Two firefighters 
were also burned when they tried to help some of the 
victims who had been splashed with the liquid and 
their latex gloves began to melt. Police have yet to 
identify the acid and are investigating the attacker. 


by Kisha Blackshire 


Samuel Bailey won the Novice 
national championship at the ninth 
annual national debate tournament 
held at the University of Louisiana 
in Monroe April 7-9. 

Bailey has competed in four 
previous debate tournaments and 
won his first award with this na- 
tional tournament. 

“This is the first one | won, and 
it just happened to be a national 
one,” said Bailey. 

Bailey credits his win to his 
team as a whole and his public 
speaking progression throughout 
the debate rounds. 

“I got progressively better,” he 
said. “I got a better feel for it once it 
got down to the final four. My team 


Concert to ce 


by Mike Schwalke 


To celebrate Mozart's 250th 
birthday, classical music aficiona- 
dos worldwide are sponsoring con- 
certs to showcase the magnificent 
work of the distinguished compos- 
er. On Tuesday, April 25 LSUS will 
join the party with a chamber music 
concert in the UC Theatre during 
Common Hour. 

The concert will feature an oboe 
quartet piece as well as two shorter 
pieces for flute and piano. The pi- 
ano accompaniment will be provid- 


Speaker blames 
hy Ragan Dickens 


Shreveport native Dr. Michael 
C. Burda came to LSUS to speak on 
German labor market reform. Stu- 
dents and faculty packed BE105, all 
eager to hear this professor of eco- 
nomics from Humboldt University 
in Berlin, Germany. 

“This lecture brought light onto 
a subject that many people knew 
nothing about,” said Daniel Hum- 
ble, a senior business major. “I ap- 
plaud LSUS for bringing in these 
types of speakers.” 

Although Germany is not in the 
news too often right now, Burda be- 
lieves that Germany is a stand-in for 
Europe. He was alluding to the fact 
that Germany comprises 30 percent 
of the European Union. 

Burda began his lecture by say- 
ing that Germany's labor market is 
in the middle of hard times. Accord- 
ing to Burda the end is not in sight 


also helped me, giving me point- 
ers...so they also had a lot to do 
with it.” 

Eleven LSUS students partici- 
pated in the tournament. The tour- 
nament featured debaters from all 
different ma- 
jors. Instead of 
the usual six 
rounds, the 
tournament was 
held for eight 
rounds includ- 
ing the prelimi- 
nary and 
elimination 
rounds. Out of the 11 LSUS com- 
petitors, eight made it to the elimi- 
nation round. Of the other winners, 
Joe Hayes finished third place in the 
open division, and as a team, LSUS 


Sam Baney 


ed by Dr. La Wanda Blakeney, assis- 
tant professor of fine arts. Blakeney 
also arranged the event. 
“Everything he wrote was of 
such a high caliber,” she said. 


“Everything was superb.” 
Mozart experienced a revival in 


won third place. The winner for the 
season-long tournament was Keith 
Milstead, who received an award 
for fourth place. 

Milstead is the captain of the 
debate team and has participated in 
approximately 50 debate tourna- 
ments in his collegiate career. He 
has won first place in the national 
tournament four times. Although 
he plans to pursue a career in sports 
journalism, he explained what ben- 
efits he has received from being a 
part of the debate team. 

“It helps you analyze judges, 
understand people better, teaches 
you to become a better speaker and 
allows you to have access to infor- 
mation you normally wouldn't ac- 
cess,” said Milstead. 


ebrate Mozart anniversary 


the 1980s after the release of the Mi- 
los Foreman film “Amadeus.” Lis- 
tening to Mozart has been credited 
to raising grades in math, a phe- 
nomenon called “The Mozart Ef- 
fect,” Blakeney said. 

“His music produces a calming 
effect,” she said. “It’s symmetrical, 
balanced and proportional. It 
sounds easy, but is difficult.” 

The oboe quartet and flautist 
are all members of the Shreveport 
Symphony Orchestra, The concert 
is free and open to the public and 
will run for about a half hour. 


taxation on German market woes 


for a number of reasons. First of all, 
Germany has an extremely high un- 
employment rate. This unemploy- 
ment rate creates a domino effect 
that leads to many other issues and 
problems. = 

Second, the Germans were ex- 
cited that Real Gross Domestic 
Product growth may reach 2 per- 
cent in 2006. In comparison to the 
United States, this figure is low. But 
Germany is in a slump that has 
been going on for decades. From 
2000-2006, cumulative growth for 
Germany's GDP is about 4 percent, 
a figure that is remarkably low. Due 
to Germany’s size, this is important 
to other countries. 

Third, Burda brought up the 
point that Germany has a very 
small number of women in their 
workforce compared to other Euro- 
pean countries and even the United 
States. 

Last, Burda found out through 


research that Germany as whole 
works fewer hours in a day and 
over a week's period than other 
countries he surveyed. 

“The cause lies in the system, 
which is the social safety net, and its 
financing, which is taxation,” Burda 
said. His recommendation for re- 
covery for the German labor market 
is longer workdays, fewer vacation 
days and a higher retirement age. 

Dr. Wolfgang Hinck, assistant 
professor of marketing, agreed with 
the concerns brought forth by Bur- 
da. “Germany never really adjusted 
to the new demands of a global and 
more efficient economy,” Hinck 
said. “Unless they get things 
straightened out quickly and ag- 
gressively, their expensive and inef- 
fective social welfare system and 
their overly powerful labor unions 
will drive Germany into the 


ground.” 
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ISLANDS 


RETURN TO THE SEA 


by eric pulsiter 


There are many acquired tastes in life. 
Squash, Vienna Sausage, Scotch and the 
acting of Paul Walker. Let's move on with 
the one that makes me vomit the least — 
Scotch, Scotch is whiskey made in Scot- 
land. To be legally considered Scotch it 
may contain no added substance other 
than water or caramel coloring and must 
be aged for at least three years. 

It's certainly not a cheap drink, but 
some insist it's worth the cost, They'll tell 
you you don’t know what you're missing. 
Perhaps it's the thrill of drinking some- 
thing that tastes like 93-octane unleaded 
with a hint of warm cat piss in a dirty glass 
at ten bucks a pop that keeps these 
drinkers coming back for more. I don't 
know. I guess it’s arn’ acquired taste, but 
Scotch drinkers: you'll never convince me. 
However, I can relate. 

The first time I heard the Unicorns’ 
“Who Will Cut Our Hair When We're 
Gone” I wasn't impressed. I coudin’t un- 
derstand what people were raving about. 
Little did I know, it would take some time 
to sink in. The bizarre songs didn’t seem to 
have any clear repetition for me to hang on 
to. Though it didn’t instantly appeal to me 


«| l roughed it out and gave it another listen 


or two. Then one day, it set in. Even though 
the songs lacked the traditional pop hooks 


ae Stone aed: foo auth ge ates BS) 


I was used to, the band dug its claws in 
and I suddenly acquired a taste for the 
Unicorns. 

Just as they'd gained my adoration and 
were on the verge of possibly breaking 
through, the Unicorns came to an untimely 
end in late 2004 as the band announced 
they were splitting up. 

Two of the Unicorns continued to play 


together and ended up forming Islands. 
While the two bands aren't exactly the 
same, if you like one you'll probably like 
the other. They’re only as differnt as, say, 
Scotch and Bourbon — two different ver- 
sions of the same thing. 

The sound is initially strange but ulti- 
matley beautiful pop. It’s not too far off 
from Animal Collective or some of the 
suprisingly successful quirky indie-pop 
bands of recent past Clap Your Hands Say 
Yeah and Canada’s Wolf Parade and Ar- 
cade Fire. It should then come as no sur- 
prise that members of both Wolf Parade 
and Arcade Fire contribute to the album. 

On one track steel drums ring while 
another features bass clarinet and the sta- 
catto pluck of violins next to sound fx and 
synths. Other tracks have a dancehall feel 
or are stacked on shuffling bluegrass bass. 
Some hint of ‘50s prom band ballads. 

The vocals have a silly twang that is 
somewhere between speaking and singing, 
but Islands are no joke. 

When it comes to music maybe you're 
a girl-drink drunk or perhaps you just like 
an icy cold lager during football season, 
but for me, I'm sticking with this fancy 
Scotch. If you haven't acquired a taste for 
Islands or don’t give them a second chance, 
you won't know what you're missing. 


Chris: " Ice Age: The Melt Down" was a let 
down. It goes to show you that the old say- 
ing about sequels never being as good as the 
first one is true. 


Derrick: I disagree. Adults may not like it as 
much as the first one (assuming that they 
liked the original to begin with), but I think 
kids will still get a kick out of the adventures 
and mishaps that the make-shift herd en- 
counters. 


Chris: "Ice Age" basically picks up where the 
first one leaves off, with Manny the mam- 
moth (Ray Romano), Diego the saber- 
toothed tiger (Dennis Leary) and Sid the 
sloth (John Leguizamo) continuing their 
travels after returning the human child to his 
tribe. They soon discover that the ice sur- 
rounding their valley is melting and have to 
spread the word before it’s too late. 


Derrick: | was glad to see all the original 
voices come back. The characters had such 
good chemistry in the first one, it would 
have been a shame to alter that. The addition 
of Queen Latifah, as the loveable Ellie didn't 
hurt either. 


Chris; The introduction of new characters 
can sometimes make or break a movie. In 
this case I believe it helped. I have to give the 
production company props I'm glad they 
didn't go straight to DVD like most cartoon 
sequels do these days. The movie had funny 
parts, especially with the return of the little 
prehistoric squirrel Scrat. 


Derrick: I think Scrat's adventures might 
just be the funniest part of the whole movie. 


Don’t misread that though; the main charac- 
ter’s misadventures definitely shouldn’t be 
missed. But Scrat goes through some wicked 
and hilarious trials, all for an acorn that is re- 
lentlessly abducted from him as soon as it’s 
in his clutches. 


Chris: I thought the dialogue between the 
characters was dampened a little in this one. 
The chemistry was there but in some cases 
the voice acting didn't feel genuine. It was as 
if they were just reading the lines off the 
script with no emotion. I thought Sid’s 
retelling of his escape with the mini sloths 
could have been funnier. What the movie 
lacked in dialogue, it made up for in stun- 
ning visuals that sometimes played on the 
old heart strings. 


Derrick: The dialogue was the only part of 
the film that I felt didn't hold up from the 
original. There were some crazy lines in this 
one, but they just didn't have that same 
comedic flare found in the first one. I also 
noticed there was much more sentimentality 
this time around than in the first one. The vi- 
sual style of the moyie was uncanny. I was 
floored by how good the movie looked. 


Chris: Yeah, there were scenes in the film 
that made me just go “WOW!” For instance; 
when Manny and Ellie are walking under 
the trees in the woods, it was as if you were 
actually in a living, breathing environment. I 
thought I actually felt the breeze blowing 
across my head during the scene. Of course I 
have to mention the scene from the commer- 
cials where Scrat fights the piranhas. The 
water effects were unbelievable. They were 
all incredibly stunning. 


Derrick: I found the characters very engag- 
ing and interesting. I thought it was adorable 
how Ellie (Queen Latifah) thought she was a 
possum when it was obvious that she was a 
lumbering mammoth. Latifah portrayed Ell- 
lie’s innocence and naivety with perfection. 
And what about her possum brothers? I was 
rolling when one of them called Manny a 
pervert. 


Chris: You are correct sir. Those parts were 
funny as heck. 


Derrick: This film had some good things go- 
ing for it. The main challenge was that it had 
already established everything the audience 
needed to know about the main characters in 
the first film, so there really isn’t much more 
for the audience to observe in this one other 
than the story. 


Chris: That's true. The characters were there , 


but the story wasn’t nearly as good as the 
first film’s. 


Derrick; Maybe not, but it was still loads of 
fun. 


Chris: "Ice Age: The Melt Down" Is a 
good movie for the kids, but parents in 
need of a good laugh might want to look 
elsewhere. 


Derrick: This is essentially a kid's movie 
to begin with so I think the movie will 
be a smash with its intended audience. 
There is something there for! everyone 
as well. Parents needn't worry —if you 
honestly think your kids are funny, this 
will leave you in stitches. 


Pa 
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Calendar of Events 


Thursday, April20, = = Tuesday, April 25 


of penguins. 


The Almagest is in search of semi-dedi- 
cated writers who want to get some of 
their crap published for dozens of regu- 
» lars to read and many more to use as a 
makeshift umbrella or birdcage lining. 
We're looking for editors, 
photographers, opinion writers, artists 
and reporters — and what the hell, we'll 
even shell out some loot for your effort. 


8 a.m, - 4:30 p.m, 8 a.m, - 4:30 p.m, 
LSUS Student Exhibition LSUS Student Exhibition 


10:25 a.m. - 11:25 a.m. 10:25 a.m, - 11:25 a.m. 
Earth Day Coffee House Series - Austin 


Wiley 
10:30 a.m. - 11:15.a.m. he: 
Career Decision Making & - Wednesday, April 26 
Summer Job Opportunities 
UC Theater ' 8gam.-4:30p.m, 
LSUS Student Exhibition 


Want to review movies? We'll send you 
for free. Don’t know how to read? We'll 
shove a camera in your hands. Want to 
change the world through the power of 
the press? Well, we can’t help you there. 
We can however give you work experi- 
ence, a chance to get published and 
some sweet cash. 


5p.m. 
Badminton 
HPE Gym 


7 p.m. 
Spring Fling Comedians — 
7:30 a.m. -6 p.m. Benji Blown and Rebecca 
Bio Biiiz 


So stop the senseless slaughter of these 
hapless and flightless birds and get 
yourself over to BH 344, call us at 797- 
5328 or drop us a line at 
almagest@Isus.edu. 
Do it for the penguins. 


8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 
LSUS Student Exhibition 


Sunday, April 23 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m, 


8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. LSUS Student Exhibition 
LSUS Student Exhibition 
5 p.m, 
Monday, April 24 Kickball 
HPE Field 


Togic Puzzle. Sudoku 


Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9. There is 
only one solution to the puzzle. 


8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m, 
LSUS Student Exhibition 10a.m,-2p.m. 
Spring Fling 
8 p.m, Movie Night on the Mall - 
Paint Ball at O.FF, Limits "Dukes of Hazard” 
$15 to play 


Are you considering 
graduate school? 


Northwestern State 
___ University of Louisiana 
| ___Hosts the one-stop 
Graduate student Op 
ril 22, 2006 


re 


NSU Student Union 
7:30-12:00 


To RSVP contact 


318-357-6000 or 
lacourm@nsula.edu 


